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In poor and minority
neighborhoods, many
homes are lainted
with pollution.

The resull: illness
and declining
property values.
Here's how one
commaunaity is
Sfighting back.
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HAZEADS AT HOME__

WILLIAMS, SAMUEL

he “erwircnmenial j.,._-.'|i.;-|-'
el wis barm of the rese
||._|.:||i|i-::-rl st [T IH'h:IFIIq' andd

racial minoritues encounter environ
menial hazards particular to their im-
miediate surroundings.! Alfrican-Amer-
can children face sipnificantly higher
rates of Lesiel podsoning, in part becaus
they frequently live in older, deteriorat-
'rll:.: homes with lead AN andl absen-
tee kandlords® Latimo rmworkes are
regularly exposcd o unacceptable kel
ol pesticicles.” Disproportionate nume
bers ol poor people live near dangerons
polluers like the petrochemical planis
lining “Cancer Alley” along the Misis
sippi River." Compounding the prob.
b, inddustries are bl Huil]lﬁigllilic :|.||I|:;

Protecting the right
to clean living

MAakK B. FROST, GERALD |. MEROVITZ, AND Davinp M. CEpaRr

smnaller Fines for vicdations of environ-
menial regulations committed in poos
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Il lavwyers have long been invalved
in b forts toe CRmpEeTsa e Lhae vEctimns of
thvese harmful panens, usoalhy LB It
chinonal common-Euow divnugees claims.
o ot cases luave produced several
inErovations in e comaon b, includ-
e Uhe remech of medical InLOring.

|'llll'|||:q thees P08 e 150, emviron-
ekl justice activises opemed another
begsal fromein che Bande, They fooused on
ilve endeneyvol gove mmeaent AgCNCies o
permnit “siting” of ilve most susardoms in-
dustrial activites in communities that
are envircamentlly sulperable and laick
|h:l|il.i1':|.|:'|-:|ll:l. Ulimsite by, these activists



torced government authorities o rec-
opnize the problem,

The EPA endorsed the principle of
“environmental justice.” The agency cs-
tablished it as a cormerstone of federal
policy that "no group of people, inclad-
ing racial, ethmic, or socioeConomic
groups, should bear a dispropomionace
share of the negative envitonmental
consequeenoes resuling [rom indusrial,
mnicipal, and commercial operations
or thee execution of federal, siae, local,
and ksl programs and policics.™

Even more significant, the agency is-
sued regulaions under Tite VT of the
Civil Rights Actof 1964, provicding thar
recipicntsof federal funding (including
most state environmental protection
agencies) “shall not choose a give or lo-
cation of afacility that has the purpose
or cffectof .. . subjecting [individuals]
o discrimination under any program
aractivity. ..omthe grounds of sece, col-
ar, or national origin or sex,™

These actions Kindled the hope: thar
environmental justice would hecome a
civil righn enforceable in the Federal
coairts. Bt that hope has faced in the
wake of aslow, steady retrenchment Iy
the couns and in the enforcement phi-
losophy of the federal government.

Maost Famously, privae remedies such
as madlical menitoring, which environ-
mentalises once hoped would be avail-
abde vncler the surict lakaling ssockareks of
the Superfund B, Iave been curtailed
oreliminated " Remediation by the fed-
I!‘I"'."Ilﬂl::l'l.'l'l"l'll1:ll:'l:ll |IH'“- II:L" Iuﬂ.'rl "il"'ﬂilll
v eliminated due wo Congresss Balure 1o
reauthorize the industry txes that pro-
vided the funding for all such Super-
fund activive As effors wo seek stantory
and regulatory remechies stalled, the vic-
tims of environmental injustice have
purmedd once again o commaon livw ap-
proaches. The citizens of Cammden, New
Jersey, are asignificant case in point,

The Camden
community

Camelen is the second-poorest city in
the Unived States, In 20040, its popula-
tion was 705904, of which 53,3 percent
were African-American and 388 per-
cent were Latino,™ Mearly a thivd of all
families lived below the poverty level,”

DPrurimg World War 1T and the vears
immaediately following, Camden'seoon-
oy expanded. Large emplovers, many
with major defense contracts, atbrae bed
thousands of workers, Aler the war,
these industries continued o provide
cmploviment as they converte] o suc-

New [ersey has proposed a legally binding rule for

1o heswalent chromm and voldatibe ar-
sanic clvemicals (WOCS) substances that
lave been linked s conoer and otlser se
vicas illopesses,

A st investigsation inchicaved than the
pedbuaticn originated from several man-
ufciuring, refiming, and plating facili-

‘environmental equity’ in the permit-approval
process, becoming one of the first states in the

country to do so.

el peacetime production or ook on
new contracts related wo the Cold War,

But the cin's largely unregulated
growth, accompanied by a great influx
ol ethodcally diverse workers, bed ioover-
popuktion, pollutgen, and macal ten-
sion, Nearly all of Camden’s industrial
aned residential Tand was developed,
Maost of the available housing was old
andd ewvercrowded, Industrial and resi-
chennial waste pollueed the water and air,
e iy B kecl ool serveees toe deasl
walky Elie I:|1'|.g:'r.|11|::|'¢~11m.ll:ir|:|ll|,|1'.|I -
wal popuelation,

By the early 19505, Camcden had be-
coarme e of the poorest, most ractally
polarized commumnities in the United
States, Manufeciuring jobs were steadi-
Iy maewvesed froam the ety and the residents
whiowere left bediund, meost of them m-
norities, Fell inioe poverty

By thee e 19800, two mapor coviron-
mental justice issues had surfaced in
Camaden, First, the South Jersey Port
Corp.—owner of industrialized land
adjacent to the Camden neighborhood
known as Waterfromt Souh—decided
to lease the property to the St Lawrence
Cement G, (5L, The company built
a plant to grind and process industrial
witster, in the form of S50MM] 1ons of
blast furnace slag and 1650 woms af
gvpsum annually, to be sold as & coment
additve,

Then, in late 2041, the EPA an-
nounced its conclusion that. for more
tham 2 years, more than 50000 Cam-
den residentsserved by ihe public waner-
distribution system had been exposed

tes, as well as from a muomicipal landfill
located nearby,

Waterfront South's
judicial odyssey

The pogulation of YWaterfront South
15 ahosnt 3, 1D, of which 41 percent are
children and 91 percent ane minorities.
e resichnis have a high rate of asthma
amncl eap b rq_'-ip'imlnr:.';rilmcmi_ ",

Waterfrant South alremdy wasa popu-
lar lescation for imdwstrial acilites, in-
clhuding a “irash to steam” plant, a gas-
fired power plant. and two Superfund
sites, The EPA was innvestigating four sites
within a half mile of SLEs facilivy For
the possible release of hazardons sub-
stances, The Mew Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection {DEP) had
plentified 15 contaminated sites in Wa-
teriromt South, incleding a rediologi-
cally contaminated General Gas Mantle
Corsiite aned a Martin Aaron, Inc., site kst
wsed & a drum-recyeling operation tha
resulted in chemical and heavy metal
COR LT LR,

Camelen citizens voiced their con-
cerms during a public-comment period

Mark B. FrOST @5 a fariner with
Frost & Zeff, which has offices in
Philadeipfia and Cherey Hill, New
Jemsev GERALD | WILLIAMS i5 o frari-
rer with Williams Crbker Beremafshy in
Cherry Hill and Philadelphin. SasuerL
Merovite and Davip M. CEDAR are
partners with Menovite & Cedar, with
offices in Marlten, New fersey, and
HPhiladelfdin,
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